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             HOW YA DOIN’? 

  

 

How ya doin’? O how we love to use these three little words. Although we would all admit it is not exactly the 

best conversation starter. How do we answer when someone asks, “How ya doin'?” We usually say, “I’m good.” 

Conversation over. Moving on. In the one-on-one scenario, the three-word question and two-word answer is 

generally sufficient. Because we generally don’t want to get into a long, drawn-out conversation on how 

someone is really doing. In the broader picture of the Church, however, it is necessary to ask the question more 

deeply. So, Concordia Lutheran Church and School, how ya doin'? With these three words, the conversation is 

just beginning. Most people are aware of the changes that are happening in our church and school. Retirements, 

position changes, and calls accepted to other congregations. One thing we need to be reminded of comes from 

God’s Word. Matthew 16 comforts us with the promise that the gates of hell will never prevail against the 

Church that is built on the Rock of Jesus. With that promise in our favor, we are doing just fine. But the 

conversation continues. I recall a lyric from a song that says it well: “Changes aren’t permanent, but change is.” 

The church prevails through changes because of God’s promise. We shall remain faithful to the proclamation of 

the Good News of Jesus Christ. Living under His promise and by the powerful presence of the Holy Spirit, we will 

continue to live, love, worship, and serve.  God’s peace be with us all! 

 

Pastor Geml 
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From Congregational President: 
This is an advance notice of our regular Voters Assembly scheduled for Sunday, June 7, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary.   Along with the financial, parochial, Strategic Plan, and board reports, we will be electing officers and 

board members.  If you are asked to serve or if you want to volunteer to serve, please get in touch with Vice-

President Rick Bare or the Church Office.   We will be electing a Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 

member(s) of the Boards of Assimilation, Christian Education, Day School, Elders, Mission and Ministry, 

Stewardship, and Trustees.   Thank you for considering serving in one of these positions. 

 

David Isenhower 

 
 

Director of Music and Worship Planning  
The search for our next Director of Music and Worship Planning has started. The following individuals have 

agreed to serve in this process. They are Gina Sigmon, Briana Welch, Kevin Graudin, Evelyn Caldwell, Martha 

Staley, and Doug Brady. We are asking the congregation to submit the names of anyone interested in coming to 

Concordia to fill this role. Contact any member of the committee or submit it to the church office. The job 

description has been approved by both the Bd of Elders and the Church Council. Please pray that God helps us to 

find the individual to lead our music program here at Concordia. 

 
 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
LCMS Health Ministry  
 

May is usually a chock-full month for families with school-aged kids. Graduation, music recitals, spring sports 
tournaments, awards ceremonies…the list goes on! It can be easy to get bogged down with the busyness of 
May. But this month also serves as a great reminder that many people are pouring into the lives of our children, 
not the least of whom are their teachers at school! The first week of May is Teacher Appreciation Month, and 
teachers should receive praise and appreciation for their dedication to helping teach our children. Pray for your 
teachers. Write thank you cards and notes. Consider giving gifts. Show love to all teachers for using their 
vocations to serve Christ and His children.   
 

 

 

  
If you haven’t paid for your subscription, please do so as soon as you can. 
They come in three sizes: pocket, digest, and large print. Costs are $13.25, 
$19.25, and $20.00, respectively.  
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Hospital/Outpatient: Kelli Kaylor, Michael Allman, Lorraine Yount, Debbie 

Jones. 
 

Sympathy to:  Kelly Isenhower and family upon the death of her husband, 

Bradley. 
 

Other Prayer Needs: Our church and school staff and students; The 

unchurched in our area and throughout the world; Our church & school; 
Church leadership; Peace; Our national and world leaders; People in 
Ukraine; World Hunger Crisis; Marriages; Sudan; War in Israel. 
 

 
 

All those who are 55+ are invited to our monthly gathering. We meet on the 
second Tuesday of each month. Please mark your calendar for May 12, 
2026, at 11:30a. m. Our PrimeTimers will host our Monthly Potluck Lunch & 
Social.  We will also enjoy a musical selection from our CCDS Music Program 
after lunch.  Please make plans to join us!!!! 
 

 
 
Joyful Stitchers will meet on May 1st and 15th at 2 p.m. in the Brian Long Center 
for Family Ministry. If you have any stitching projects you are working on, please 
join us! Even if you are not a stitcher, join us for camaraderie. We enjoy each 
other’s stories and laughter. 

  
 

Servants Needed 
The Apostle Paul wrote these words, “God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. 
Use them well to serve others.” (1 Peter 4:10). It is spiritually fulfilling to serve God in his church. There is a place 
for you to serve at Concordia, and the need is real:  

• Lectors for the 9a and 11a services 

• Slide manager for the 9a service 

• Altar guild members to prepare communion and take care of the altar linens and paraments 

• Singers for the Praise Team and Sanctuary Choir.  

• Musicians – guitar, keyboard, violin, flute, trumpet, clarinet, etc. 
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” (Colossians 3:24) 
Thank you for serving our Savior Jesus at Concordia. 
Please get in touch with the church office at 828.464.3324 or sharman@concordianc.org for more information or to serve. 
  
 

From the Stewardship Board 
We have recently asked the following members to serve on the Memorial Committee: Paula Brown (chair), Fred 
Farmer (secretary), Bill Stewart, Dale Spencer and Jimmy Martin. We are starting to develop a list of needs that 
could potentially be covered through memorial gifts and are asking for your suggestions. If you would like to 
share a request or suggestion, please contact a committee member or the church office. 
 

mailto:sharman@concordianc.org
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From the Board of Christian Education 

 

Now is the time to consider volunteering to help with 
Vacation Bible School!  
 
There will be a meeting on May 13th in the Emmaus 
Room for all volunteers. Please sign up using the QR 
code below or show up for the meeting.  
 
Participants can also use the same QR code to sign up.  
 
VBS will be held from 9:00 am to noon each day, June 
22nd to 25th. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Teen Servant Week, July 26-August 1 

Looking for something more than just another summer week? 

Camp Linn Haven’s Teen Servant Week at the end of July is your chance to 
step up, serve, and grow in your faith in a real, hands-on way. This is not 
just camp. It is a week where you will make a difference. Along the way, 
you’ll build strong friendships, grow as a leader, and spend intentional 
time in God’s Word. Expect meaningful conversations, plenty of laughs, 
and moments that stick with you long after the week ends. 

Whether you have been to Camp Linn Haven before or this would be your 
first time, Teen Servant Week is a great opportunity to live out your faith 
and be part of something bigger than yourself. 

Concordia students, this is for you. Do not miss out! 

Sign up here: biy.ly/CLCTSW 
Registration closes at the end of April. 

If you have questions, reach out to Mr. Nick (nbutcher@concordianc.org) 

 

mailto:nbutcher@concordianc.org
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From the Board of Mission and Ministry 
 
Mission of the month: 

During May, Concordia Christian Day School and the Concordia congregation will support 

Rising Hope Farms, located on Bethany Church Road in Claremont, NC.  Rising Hope 

Farm, in conjunction with Horses for Hope, is a ministry that provides a safe and inspiring 

environment for interacting with horses. Through these ministries, the goal and prayer is 

that God will use this facility to provide fun, peace, and healing for all involved.  This 

riding facility uses equestrian activities to enhance the cognitive, physical, emotional, and 

social well-being of people with disabilities. Therapeutic riding is also an opportunity for 

education and recreation that otherwise may not be available. 
 

The stated mission of Rising Hope Farm ministry is “to provide hope and healing to those with special needs in 

our community through faith and therapeutic horse interaction.” 

 

A special offering will be received for Rising Hope Farms on Sunday, May 31st, at both services.  -M&M Team 
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Servant Schedules for April 2026 

 
 

Children’s Message Schedule 
               

 9:00 AM 11:00 AM 

5/03/2026 Pastor Geml Pastor Geml 

5/10/2026 Nick Butcher Nick Butcher 

5/17/2026 Pastor Geml Pastor Geml 

5/24/2026 Nick Butcher Nick Butcher 

5/31/2026 Pastor Geml Pastor Geml 

Contact Nick Butcher if you want to be added to the children’s message line-up. 
 

Greeters 
    9:00a     11:00a 
May 3    Keith & Lisa Travis   Dennis & Carolyn Quackenboss 
May 10   Jimmy & Jane Martin   Clarence & Joyce Pugh 
May 17   Paul & Sandy Von Rentzell  Paul & Frances Hale 
May 24   Bill & Kathy Unverfehrt  Jimmy & Jane Martin   
May 31   David & Jamie Bell   Joel & Wynn Ann Quackenboss 
 

Fellowship 
May 3    Carmen Isenhower 
May 10   Carla Hafer 
May 17   Cindy Sigmon 
May 24   Teresa Graudin 
May 31   Dale & Dianne Lawing 
 
 

 Lectors 
May 3    Kathy Unverfehrt   Vicki Shull 
May 10   Chris Beringer    Carolyn Quackenboss 
May 17   Audra Kuchenbecker   Ann Marie Blackmon  
May 24   Dave Beringer    Gina Sigmon 
May 31   Katrina Palozzi    Jill Adair 
   
 
If you would like to serve the congregation in one of these areas, please let the church office know. 
828.464.3324 or sharman@concordianc.org 
 
 
 

mailto:sharman@concordianc.org
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Mr. Beringer is sticking to his promise! After we 
absolutely smashed our Hearts for Jesus fundraiser 
goal—raising over $5,500 for Lutheran Bible 
Translators—he is ready to be duct-taped to the gym 
wall. The taping will begin at 1:00 PM on Friday, May 8, 
in the gym!  
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3RD QUARTER ACADEMIC AWARDS 

The Principal's List includes students in 4th-8th grade who have earned A's in every subject on their report 
cards. Congratulations to the following students who made the Principal's List: 

 
4th Grade: Brooke Byerley, Quinn Connor, Abigail 
Elmore, Aubrey Herman, Parker Hodge, Mariana Kaylor, 
Isaac Matthews, Jacob Matthews, Ryker Stewart 
5th Grade: Charlotte Allie, Liam Balchev, Riley Burris, 
Eason Chen, Kaizleigh Fisher, Zachary Mullinax, Liam 
Reed, Brayden Roseman, Natalie Rowe 
6th Grade: Ella Bentley, Marla Donohue, Gemma Varelli, 
Colden Westby 
7th Grade: Alexandra Matthews, Adrienne Mullinax, 
Kahlan VanderMolen 
8th Grade: Jude Beringer, Sydney Fletcher, Jonah Fox, 
Sophia Frugone, Alana Jimenez, Tiffany Liu, Jackson 
Sigmon, Analeigh Windsor 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Honor Roll List is for students in 4th-8th grade who have earned A's and B's in every subject on their report 
cards. Congratulations to the following students who made the Honor Roll: 
 
4th Grade: Madilynn Bryant, Ariana Contreras Puga, 
Lucian Duncan, Nazareth Garcia, Maggie Hendershot, Lyla 
Krueger, Silas Lutar, Gianluca Palozzi, Bear Radke, Cole 
Sample 
5th Grade: Sadie Abernethy, Meryt Artelt, Finley Bixby, 
Ariella Cohn, Kraegan Dixon, Alex Duarte, Matthew Fallas, 
Matilyn Fox, Hunter Hawes, Audrey Keisler, Emery Lotsey, 
Emmalyn McCurry, Carter Moretz 
6th Grade: Lucas Brittain, Adrian Chavez Rodriguez, Mia 
Essary, Cole Fletcher, Harrison Gilliam, Maxx Gilliam, 
Adyson Haugh, Emily Hensley, Ryleigh Sipe, Weston 
Spencer, Ashlee Stillwell 
7th Grade: Sophia Arango Monson, Charlotte Burke, 
Madison Campbell, Valentina Ramirez 
8th Grade: Myla Cahill, Alexander Elmore, Ariella Fisher, 
Mary Channing Hoffman, Madelyn Martin 
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CVCC MATH TOURNAMENT 

Mrs. Karre took five of her 8th-grade and three of her 7th-grade math students to compete at 
the CVCC Math Tournament on Thursday, April 16. The tournament features individual tests 
and team competitions. Tiffany Liu, Jonah Fox, Sydney Fletcher, Maddy Martin, Alana Jimenez, 
Allie Matthews, Adrienne Mullinax, and Kahlan VanderMolen entered the competition. Tiffany 
Liu was in a three-way tie for first place, but then took the 3rd place medal after a tiebreaker. 
We are proud of our students' growth and accomplishments! 

 

 

8th GRADE GRADUATION 

We have twenty-four students in Concordia’s 2025-2026 graduating 
class. Congratulations to this year’s Valedictorian, Tiffany Liu, and 
Salutatorian, Jonah Fox. The Gilbert Pingel Christian Citizenship Award 
recipient will be presented at the graduation service on Sunday, May 
17, at 2:00 pm in the sanctuary. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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Enrollment for 2026-2027 is still open 
It is not too late to apply to UCHS!  Go to www.uchigh.com to apply online.  Call us if you’d like to schedule a personalized 
tour and see for yourself what UCHS has to offer. 828-855-2995 
 
National Honor Society 
UCHS inducted thirteen new members to the UCHS National Honor Society. 
NHS members are held to high standards of scholarship, leadership, service, and character. Congratulations to Karson Byers, 
Joseph deBettencourt, Cristiano Duarte, Charlotte Duke, Henry Johnson, Alex Geertz, Evan McLain, Noah Roeder, Rowan Speight, 
Evaline Tanzie, Kinsley Tompkins, Lydia Walters, Riley Zanation. 

 
UCHS Graduation   
UCHS will graduate 29 outstanding seniors on Friday, May 22, at 6:00 pm at the PE Monroe Auditorium. Everyone is welcome 
to attend this celebration. 
 
UCHS High School Association Annual Meeting 
The annual University Christian High School Association Meeting will be held on June 8th at 4:00 pm.  This meeting is for the 
representatives of our Lutheran churches who are association members, and any interested church members.  The meeting 
will include the State of the School Report and will be held at our North Campus at 602 7th Ave NE. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from... 

UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN 

HIGH SCHOOL 

Your Lutheran High School 

March 2026 

http://www.uchigh.com/
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News from the GROTH family in Belize 

 

At the end of February, Pastor Jason Groth was advised to return to the USA to have gall Bladder Surgery. He was 

away from his family for the entire month of March. While he was away, the FORO (a group of individuals, 

congregations, and organizations that support and partner with the mission) gathered in Orange Walk Town. 

They plan, pray, and encourage one another in their work. They share stories of challenges, surprises, and quiet 

evidences of grace at an evening meal. They are not a crowd of strangers. They are the church.  

Here is a list of prayer requests from Pastor Groth: 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

• Healing and Dependence on God: Give thanks that the Lord provides care for His servants even in 

unexpected illness, and that His mercies are not interrupted by hospital stays or disrupted plans. Pray that 

those who serve in Belize would hold their health and strength loosely. trusting the God who tends to frail 

and finite creatures. and that any season of weakness would deepen rather than diminish their faith and 

calling 

 

• The Church Taking Root in Belize: Give thanks for the congregations in Orange Walk and for Pastor Roldan 

Rios, the first Lutheran pastor to be raised up from Belize itself. Pray that the Lord would continue to 
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build His church through faithful preaching and the administration of the Sacraments, that these young 

congregations would be strengthened in the Word, and that the harvest field in Belize would yield fruit 

that endures. 

 

• Families Serving Together: Give thanks for families who bear the ordinary costs of missionary life, 

separation, uncertainty, and the slow work of building a home in a foreign land. Pray that the Lord would 

sustain and knit together the households of those serving in Belize, that children would grow up knowing 

why they are here, and that families would be a witness in themselves to the faithfulness of God across 

generations. 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

Landon Hauser 1-May 
John Christian Reid 1-May 
Angie Sigmon 1-May 
Steve Bost 1-May 
Jane Martin 4-May 
Michael Ajazi 6-May 
Shelby Adair 6-May 
Judy Brown 7-May 
Dale Lawing 7-May 
Janice Whitener 8-May 
Ava Noell 8-May 
Shawn Hedrick 8-May 
Ronald Bumgarner 9-May 
Grant Artelt 10-May 
Harrison Gilliam 10-May 
Maxx Gilliam 10-May 
Donna Grigg 11-May 
Nancy Starnes 11-May 
Rodney Burns 12-May 
Thomas Goodin 15-May 
Thomas Goodin 15-May 
Bill Unverfehrt 15-May 
Jana Sweezy 15-May 
Robert Smith 15-May 
Nicholas Loftin 17-May 
Angelo Palozzi 17-May 
Caroline McClure 17-May 
Haley Starnes 19-May 
Mary Ellen D'Arcy 19-May 
Linda Moser 20-May 
Matt Pennell 20-May 
John Sloter 20-May 
Ted Karre 21-May 

Jackson Bryan 21-May 
Annette Henry 23-May 
Airiel Spencer 23-May 
Solomon Campbell 23-May 
Katie Grace DeHart 24-May 
Jacob Hayman 25-May 
Jackson Lamb 26-May 
Jessica Stewart 26-May 
Cristal Rager 27-May 
Alec Montgomery 27-May 
Monica Hedrick 27-May 
Debbie Roth 27-May 
Rachel Bare 28-May 
Brad Bost 28-May 
Delilah Martinez 28-May 
Michael Allman 29-May 
Kurt Artelt 31-May 

 

 

If your name is missing from one 
of these lists, please let the 
church office know. 

sharman@concordianc.org 

828.464.3324 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David & Jamie Bell   1-May 
Ruby & Lester Killian 5-May 
Kyle & Tammy Hayman 6-May 
Chris & Anna Walker 11-May 
Warren & Stephanie Frye 12-May 
Curtis & Airiel Spencer 12-May 
Anthony & Dottie DeHart 13-May 
Chris & Stephanie Biernacki 16-May 
Steve & Maggie Hamm 17-May 
Fred & Pamela Farmer 17-May 
Brad & Tina Furr 17-May 
Kurt & Nilza Artelt 17-May 
Lewis & Judy Robinette 18-May 
Rick & Cindy Bare 18-May 
Billy & Kay Loftin 18-May 
Philip & Kaitlyn Lindler 19-May 
Kenneth & Sherri Elliott 21-May 
John & Rita Williams 23-May 
Ketha & Alan Benfield 28-May 
Cameron & Britney Lundy 28-May 
Alan & Wanda Hefner 30-May 

 

mailto:sharman@concordianc.org


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

1 2 
2pm Joyful 
Stitchers – BLCFM 

 

CLH 
Workday 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
9am Worship & Communion 
9:50am Morning Fellowship 
10:10am Christian Education 
11am Worship & Communion 
 

12pm Dave Beringer Retirement 
Celebration on the Church Patio 
 

4:30pm Scouts 
5pm Youth Group 

1:30pm Quilt Tacking 

 

6:30pm Scouts 

 

10am Christian Book Club 

 

6:30pm Men's Bible Study – BLCFM 

 

7am Ladies Bible Study - EM 
 

3pm Youth Hangs - YC 
 

5pm Dinner and a Movie - Last 
showing of The Chosen 
 

7:15 Choir Practice 

6:30am Men's Bible Study - EM 
 

9am Staff Devotion & Meeting 
 

2pm Pastor's Bible Study - EM 
 

6:30pm 5th-8th Grade Spring 
Program 
 

6:30pm Praise Band 

 
 

 

CLH 
Workday 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 
9:00am Worship & Communion 
9:50am Morning Fellowship 
10:10am Christian Education 
11am Worship & Communion 
 

5pm Youth Group 

6pm Assimilation - Library 
 

6:30pm Scouts 
 

 

9am Staff Devotion & Meeting 
 

11:30am PrimeTimers - EM 
12:15pm Alice in Wonderland Cast 
Sings for Primetimers 
 

5:30pm Mission & Ministry - A#1 
6:30pm Day School Board  
6:30pm Elders - EM 

7am Ladies Bible Study - EM 
 

3pm Youth Hangs - YC 
 

5pm VBS Volunteer Meeting EM 
 

7:15 Choir Practice 

6:30am Men's Bible Study - EM 
 

2pm Pastor's Bible Study - EM 
 

6pm Trustees - EM 
6:30pm Board of Christian Ed 
6:30pm Praise Band 
 

6:30pm PS3, PK4, & K Spring 
Program & PK4 Graduation 

2pm Joyful 
Stitchers – BLCFM 

 

CLH 
Workday 

Boy Scout BBQ Available    17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
8am LLL 
9am Worship & Communion 
9:50am Morning Fellowship 
10:10am Christian Education 
11:00am Worship & Communion 
 

2pm CCDS 8th Grade Graduation 
 

5pm Youth Group 

1:30pm Quilt Tacking 

 

6:30pm Alex Opper HOA 
Meeting - EM 
 

6:30pm Scouts 

9am Staff Devotion & Meeting  
10am Christian Book Club 
 

6:30pm Men's Bible Study - BLCFM 

 
6:30pm Stewardship - EM 

7am Ladies Bible Study - EM 
 

12pm Newsletter Deadline 
 

3pm Youth Hangs – YC 
 

7:15 Choir Practice 

6:30am Men's Bible Study - EM 
 

2pm Pastor's Bible Study - EM 
 

6:30pm Praise Band 

9a Closing Chapel - 
Mr. Beringer & 
Mrs. Murray 
 

Early Dismissal - 
Last Day of School 
 

 

Pentecost             24 Memorial Day     25 26 27 28 29 30 
9am Worship & Communion 
9:50am Morning Fellowship 
10:10am Christian Education 
11am Worship, 
Confirmation & 
Communion 

 

 

 

 

9am Staff Devotion & Meeting 
 

11am End-of-Year Teacher 
Appreciation Lunch 

7am Ladies Bible Study - EM 
 

 

6:30am Men's Bible Study - EM 
 

2pm Pastor's Bible Study - EM 
 

6:30pm Church Council - EM 
6:30pm Praise Band 

 

 

Trinity Sunday            31 

   

9am Worship & Communion 
9:50am Morning Fellowship 
10:10am Christian Education 
11am Worship & Communion 
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